11/01/2009 

I am Fatima from Palestine. I didn’t really have a day or maybe I did. I turned seven 
today and my dad forgot my birthday but after I told him, an entire firework was 
made outside my house. But my home somehow burned down a little. Maybe its not 
the firework because it was very big. Baba said, Americans and Israelis didn’t seem to 
be getting tired. Yousuf, my brother got me a present for my birthday. It was a 
Magazine about something called climate change. I told baba about it, but he laughed 
and said, “If the Americans are so worried about this, maybe they should stop 
bombarding our city.” I didn’t understand what Baba said and didn’t think much 
about it after that. 

11/12/2009 

As Oliver was helping his mother in her work, sitting in a park in the suburbs of 
Florida , he thought that he will become an artist one day. His mother was making a 
poster that said, 


He helped her color in the letters . He couldn't fully grasp the idea so he asked her 
what climate change is? While handing him a snack and throwing the wrapper on the 
ground, she said “ Oliver, my dear son, it is something grown-ups need to worry about. 
My son! you are a child, you do not need to understand this stuff”. She then opened 
herself a chocolate bar, left the wrapper on the ground and started packing her things. 
It was time for them to head home. 


11/01/2018 


Today, I turned seventeen and delivered a speech about climate change as an activist 
in U.N. My words were, 


"My message is that we'll be watching you. 


This is all wrong. I shouldn't be up here. I should be back in school on the other side 
of the ocean. Yet you all come to us young people for hope. How dare you!"You have 


stolen my dreams and my childhood with your empty words. And yet I'm one of the 
lucky ones. People are suffering. People are dying. Entire ecosystems are collapsing. 
We are at the beginning of a mass extinction, and all you can talk about is fairy tales 
of bringing awareness by art. How dare you! For more than 30 years the science has 
been crystal clear. How dare you continue to look away and come here saying only art 
can bring climate change when the Art fairs like Frieze and Art Basel, “by their very 
nature” are inherently unsustainable as everyone moves off in their private jets to the 
next temporary venue. 

And don’t you be considering hydrogen fuel to reduce aircraft pollution. We only 
have a 50% chance of staying below the 1.5°C in 10 years if we cut our emissions in 
half as per the idea given by IPCC. But a 50% risk is simply not acceptable to us — 
we who have to live with the consequences. 


With today's emissions levels, that remaining CO2 budget will be entirely gone 
within 8 1/2 years. Don’t you also see that the radiations accumulated by nuclear 
enrichment, GHG, war fares are causing the North Pole to melt. 


YOU ARE FAILING US! But we will not let you get away with this. The world is 
waking up. And change is coming. 


Thank you." 
11/01/2022 


Oliver who is an appreciated artist now reflected on Fatima’s words while sitting at 
COP21. Listening to the people in the conference, chanting about making everything 
green, he mulled over the idea of bringing green revolution by green washing the art. 
He pondered, could the melting wax sculpture of panther in Florida or that of Birds 
watching in Chicago save mass extinction? He realized that the only service art can do 


